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UNIT 

Subject:  Social Studies   Country: USA 

Course/Grade: 3rd Grade    State/Group: NJ 

School: Egg Harbor Township Elementary Schools 

UNIT SUMMARY 

The students will be able to understand what makes a good rule or law and why 

we need them and people of authority. Students should have an understanding of 

why we need government and the responsibilities of each of the three branches.   

 

UNIT RESOURCES 

Houghton Mifflin Share Our World – Third Grade Social Studies Textbook 

House Mouse, Senate Mouse by W. Barnes 

AmericanGovernment.pdf in 3rd Grade Social Studies folder on Common Drive 

TheGovernmentFairyandElections.pdf in 3rd Grade Social Studies folder on 

Common Drive 

 

Internet Resource Links: 

https://educators.brainpop.com/academic-standards 

http://bensguide.gpo.gov/a-what-are-branches 

http://bensguide.gpo.gov/learning-adventures-14more?id=36&age=ben4_8 

https://kids.usa.gov/three-branches-of-government/index.shtml 

http://www.k12reader.com/worksheet/three-levels-of-government/ 

http://www.education.com/worksheet/article/three-branches-government-kids/ 

http://www.congressforkids.net/games/threebranches/2_threebranches.htm 

http://www.quia.com/mc/335470.html 

http://kids.clerk.house.gov/young-learners/lesson.html?intID=31 
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 STAGE ONE 

GOALS AND STANDARDS 

6.3.4.A.1  Evaluate what makes a good rule or law. 

6.1.4.A.4  Explain how the United States government is organized and how the 

United States Constitution defines and limits the power of government. 

6.1.4.A.5  Distinguish the roles and responsibilities of the three branches of the 

national government. 

 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 

 People develop systems to manage conflict and create order. 
 Conflict resolution can involve aggression, compromise, cooperation, and change. 
 Democratic societies must balance the rights and responsibilities of individuals with 

the common good. 

 Rules provide order, security, and safety. 
 Governments are organized to provide for services (highways, parks, garbage-

pickup) which people find difficult to provide for themselves. 
 Individuals, groups, and societies have the opportunity to make significant political 

choices and decisions which have consequences. 

 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

 Why do we need governments? 

 How do governments work? 

 Why do we need rules and people with authority? 

 

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS 

Why do we need government? 

 What is the common good and how can individuals contribute to it? 
 Why do we have a democratic form of government? 

How do governments work? 

 What are the responsibilities of each of the three branches of government? 

 How are local, state, and national leaders selected? 

Why do we need rules and people with authority? 

 What are the sources of authority? 
 How should we choose people for a position of authority? 
 What is a good leader and how do they make decisions? 
 Who has the authority to make, carry out, and enforce laws and manage disputes? 

 

 

 



STAGE TWO 

PERFORMANCE TASKS (Possible Activities) 

 Post the words to the Preamble of the Constitution in the classroom and have 

students rewrite the Preamble in simpler language by using dictionaries for words 

students do not understand.  Play School House Rock – The Preamble, available on 

the internet. 

 Students develop a chart listing the reasons why people create governments and 

why all groups and societies create rules and laws.  Have students explore the 

purposes of rules (to maintain order, promote health and safety, protect individual 

rights, provide services). Posters, booklets, and/or charts can be created about rules 

that help people get along together in school. 

 Read House Mouse, Senate Mouse (Peter Barnes)—the importance of making laws.  

Ask the students to decide on a law that would help everyone in the classroom. Write 

and post the law. After several days let the class decide whether to keep the law or 

replace it.                                                                                                                                                          

 

STAGE THREE 

LEARNING PLAN (Possible) 

Individual Government Lessons for 3rd Grade 

http://www.readworks.org/passages/my-job-rules 

http://www.readworks.org/passages/meet-judge 

http://www.readworks.org/passages/courtroom-classroom 

http://www.readworks.org/passages/courtroom-classroom 

Teachers Pay Teachers 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Rules-and-Laws-Exam-Paper-

Year-23-268816 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Rules-and-Laws-writing-prompt-

1208031 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Rules-vs-Laws-Sorting-Activity-

Freebie-1499539 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Rules-and-Laws-worksheet-

942263 
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Books on Topic 

House Mouse, Senate Mouse by Peter W. Barnes 

Marshall, the Courthouse Mouse: A Tail of the U.S. Supreme Court by Peter W. 

Barnes 

What Is Government by Ann-Marie Kishel 

Good Citizenship Counts by Marie Bender 

The U.S. House of Representatives by Muriel Dubois 

The U.S. Senate by Muriel Dubois   

Branches of Government by John Hamilton 

What’s Government by Nancy Harris 

Rules and Laws by Ann-Marie Kishel 

 

 

 


